
 

August 2020 

Dear Parents/Guardians and Students, 

Welcome back to Fusion!  After the spring and the unprecedented disruption to our school year, 
we are so excited and hopeful that we will be able to be together in some manner and to 
experience a bit of normalcy for the 2020 school year!  We are once again looking forward to a 
great year as we continue to grow as a strong and mutually supportive community of learners.  Our 
hope is to build upon the foundation we all worked so hard to establish last year and to create a 
team environment and culture of safety, respect, learning, and fun!   We are confident that this last 
year at Tuttle will prove to be the best!  

New to our team: We are excited to welcome three new team members to Fusion!  
 
 
     Cam Basden joins Team Fusion! after serving as Mr. Wight’s substitute 
last spring.  Mr. Basden has taught middle school social studies; grades 
6-8, over the last 8 years.  Cam and his family relocated to the Burlington 
area in December of 2019 from Knoxville, TN.  His wife is originally from 
Dorset, VT, and their family was eager to have the opportunity to raise their 
two boys ages 5 and 3 back in New England.  Mr. Basden enjoys hiking, 
paddleboarding/kayaking, skiing, snowboarding, and the occasional 
Playstation-time.  Growing up, Mr. Basden played a range of sports and 
was active in choir/a cappella groups.  
 
     Ben Clark joins Team Fusion! following the retirement of Judy Bradbury 
as our Consulting Teacher/Special Educator.  Mr. Clark comes with over 
20 years teaching experience, 12 years in South Burlington at Tuttle Middle 
School.  Mr. Clark lives in Waterbury with his wife and three kids- ages 10, 
12 and 16.  His hobbies include computers, skiing, snow shoeing, reading 
middle school fiction and space-based science articles.  In school, Mr. 
Clark played football, theater and was in the diversity club. 
 
     Wynne Poleman joins Team Fusion! with Mr. Weis’s transition to a 
Math Coach position as our Math Teacher. Ms. Poleman will be returning 
to FHTMS for her third year as she previously taught as a para educator 
on the Verve team. She is also the FHTMS Field hockey coach and 
Mathcounts coach. Ms. Poleman grew up in Richmond, VT and now lives 
in Burlington with her sister and three roommates along with their newly 
adopted kitten! Her hobbies include biking, rollerblading, snowboarding, 
and adventuring outside! Growing up, Ms. Poleman played field hockey 
and basketball and enjoyed dance and arts related activities.  



 
 
 
General:  Students will be receiving a laptop this year and, as a result, the usual school supply list 
has been updated.  While we do use the laptops for a majority of work, we still strongly encourage 
two,  2” three-ring binders with dividers to accommodate two classes each for any hard copies that 
might be handed out - one for Blue Pack days and one for Grey Pack days.  
 
Please ensure that your student has: 
 

1. An ample supply of pencils 
2. Two sets of earbuds 
3. A large Ziploc bag with the following items:  scissors, glue stick, colored pencils, set of 

markers, and a highlighter.  Having these items will prevent students from having to share 
materials and should provide added safety.  

 
 
Language Arts - Please make sure that you return with your ELA Readers/Writers Response 
Journal that you used last year.  We will continue to use this as a resource for reflection.  
If your journal is lost or in need of a replacement, please bring a marbled 100+ page 
composition book to remake yours. 
 
Social Studies- You will need to bring your binder with filler paper and a divided section for Social 
Studies, a folder (one that can be stored in your binder), something to write with and your 
chromebook with headphones/earbuds to every class.  
 

We are looking forward to seeing all of you again for another exciting and challenging year on 
Fusion! 

Sincerely,  

The            Teachers 

 

 


